
Middle Georgia Community Food Bank
4490 Ocmulgee East Blvd.

Macon, GA 31217
Phone  478-742-3958

Fax 478-742-8735

CONGREGATION OR CHURCH QUALIFIER:

Alternative Application for Churches or Places of Worship without IRS 501(c) 3 status

An incorporated or unincorporated church or place of worship, that is in fact a church or place of worship, and has not
applied for and been denied, or has not had a 501(c) 3 status revoked by the IRS, may submit for approval statements
and proof that the following 14 criteria, established by the Internal Revenue Service are met by the church or place of
worship.

In accordance with this provision, Middle Georgia Community Food Bank has established a policy that requires an
organization to certify that at least eleven (11) of these characteristics are evidenced by their program.  Please check all of
the items that apply.
____  1. A distinct legal existence.
____  2. A recognized creed and form of worship.
____  3. A definite and distinct ecclesiastical government.
____  4. A formal code of doctrine and discipline.
____  5. A membership not associated with any other church or denomination.
____  6. A distinct religious history.
____  7. A complete organization of ordained ministers ministering to their congregation.
____  8. An ordained minister elected after completing prescribed courses of study.
____  9. Literature of its own church history.
____ 10.An established place of worship.
____ 11. Regular religious services.
____ 12. Regular congregations.
____ 13. Sunday schools for religious instruction to the young.
____ 14. Schools for the preparation of its ministries.

Please provide (3) separate documents that verify at least three (3) of the above.
As duly authorized officers of ______________________________ (church or place of worship name), we
certify that this organization meets the requirements indicated above for identification as a church or place of
worship according as described in section 501(c) 3 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, specifically section
170(e) 3.

PASTOR’S SIGNATURE: ______________________ TITLE: __________________

DATE: _____________ AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE: _______________________

NAME, TITLE & ADDRESS (Church Officers) SIGNATURE

________________________________ __________________________

________________________________ __________________________

________________________________                  __________________________

________________________________                  __________________________



Suggestions for supporting documents to verify church or place of worship qualification
criteria:

1. A distinct legal existence.
● FEIN
● Articles of Incorporation

9.  Literature of its own church history.
● Narrative of church or place of worship

history.

2. A recognized creed and form of worship.
● Statement of faith
● Bulletin, worship booklet, or extract from

book of worship that includes creed(s)
and/or order of service.

10. An established place of worship.
● Bulletin stating time and place of

worship service(s)

3. A definite and distinct ecclesiastical
government.

● Church or place of Worship By-laws
● Organizational chart of church or place of

worship council, staff and leadership.
● Organizational chart of church or place of

worship’s relationship to synod, district,
convention, diocese or other governing
entity.

11. Regular religious services.
● Bulletin/calendar stating time and place

of worship service(s)

4. A formal code of doctrine and discipline. 12. Regular congregations.

5. A membership not associated with any other
church or denomination.

13. Schools for religious instruction
of the young.

● Bulletin/calendar stating time and place
of Sunday school or youth study
programs.

6. A distinct religious history. 14. Schools for the preparation of its
Ministries.

● Certificate of ordination or degree from
seminary.

● Roster of Seminary Schools.

7. A complete organization of ordained ministers
ministering to their congregation.

● Roster of Seminary Schools

8. An ordained minister elected after completing
prescribed courses of study.

● Pastor’s certificate of ordination from
seminary or other appropriate degree(s)
(i.e. Doctorate of Divinity/Theology)


